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The Mexican government has joined a growing international campaign to combat the spread of footand-mouth disease, which has afflicted cattle in Europe and South America. The viral disease is not
harmful to humans but can be highly infectious for cattle, sheep, and hogs. A severe outbreak in
Britain recently forced health authorities in that country to destroy thousands of infected animals.
The disease has also been detected in France and has remained a problem in Argentina and other
South American countries.
The recent outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease prompted Mexico's Secretaria de Agricultura,
Ganaderia, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentacion (SAGARPA) to implement a program in midMarch to step up inspections at all ports of entry and impose tight restrictions on imports of cattle,
meat, and dairy products from Europe and South America.
Restrictions are especially tight along entry points in the southeastern states of Campeche and
Quintana Roo, which is adjacent to the free-trade zone in Belize. The Central American country
imports much of its beef products from Britain and sometimes transships these products to Mexico
via the port of Chetumal in Quintana Roo state. Mexico is coordinating inspection and control efforts
with several Central American countries, including Belize, through the Organismo Internacional
Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (OIRSA).
Health authorities have also tightened inspections at the northern border, coordinating inspections
with US customs officials at the border crossing of Ciudad Juarez-El Paso. Eduardo Perez, chief
of the animal health division of SAGARPA, said officials have increased inspections on all three
international bridges connecting the two cities.
But Perez said authorities are also vigilant about air shipments arriving in Juarez from Argentina,
Paraguay, Brazil, and Uruguay. Argentina and Paraguay have not eradicated foot-and- mouth
disease.
Mexican authorities have extended precautionary measures to airline passengers arriving from
Europe and South America at airports in Mexico City, Tijuana, Monterrey, Acapulco, Puerto
Vallarta, Huatulco, Guadalajara, and Cancun. These measures apply in particular to passengers who
traveled to Mexico from Britain, France, Belgium, Denmark, Argentina, and Brazil. They are asked to
step on special mats sprayed with chemical disinfectants, which would prevent the introduction of
infected material in the soles of their shoes.

No actual cases reported in Mexico since 1954
SAGARPA officials stressed the measures are only preventative and do not reflect any imminent
contamination. "Every preventative measure will be implemented," said deputy agriculture
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secretary Pascacio Taboada. Mexico has not reported any new cases of foot-and-mouth disease since
1954, when an outbreak that erupted eight years earlier was finally controlled. "That no case of footand-mouth disease has been reported in 47 years offers certain guarantees that our country will not
be contaminated," said researchers at the veterinary school (Facultad de Medicina Veterinaria y
Zootecnia, FMVZ) at the Universidad Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM).
Researcher Everardo Gonzalez pointed to the continuation of a special commission to monitor
the disease even though no outbreaks have been reported. But some observers say the disease
could easily return if health authorities do not take appropriate measures. "This effort has required
international cooperation and has succeeded because previous administrations have recognized
the need to have qualified personnel," said Hector Castillo Juarez, a columnist for the weekly
news magazine Siempre. "But the disease could resurface if our country is irresponsible and
unprofessional in its animal-health policies."
The precautionary measures to prevent the spread of foot- and-mouth disease come on the heels of
restrictions on imports of cattle and beef products from Brazil in February because of concerns about
bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), commonly known as mad cow disease. Even though there
was no evidence of infection in Brazilian cattle herds, Mexico and its partners in the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) imposed the restrictions because of concerns that cattle in the
South American country might have been exposed to infected herds in Britain, where the outbreak
occurred (see SourceMex, 2001-02-07).
The restrictions on Brazilian beef and cattle created strong friction between Brazil and the NAFTA
members, particularly Canada. But tensions were eased somewhat after the NAFTA countries
dropped the three-week ban in late February. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Associated Press,
02/23/01; Siempre, 03/14/01; The News, 03/15/01; Reuters, 02/23/01, 03/15/01; La Jornada, CNI en
Linea, 03/21/01; El Universal, 03/15/01, 03/16/01, 03/20-23/01; Notimex, 03/21/01, 03/25/01; Excelsior,
03/20/01, 03/26/01, 03/27/01; Novedades, 03/27/01; Reforma, 03/15/01, 03/28/01)
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